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COME DIVE

‘THE LIGHT’
Nick-named “The Light”, the South Solitary Island has
reached iconic status because of it’s most prominent
feature, a lighthouse!

Set at the highest elevation on the southernmost end,
South Solitary Island, the lighthouse is situated
58 metres above the Pacific Ocean, pinpointing the
magical location above and below the water.
Situated 8.5 N miles offshore of Coffs Harbour, the
island is more exposed to the magnificent blue water
currents blending tropical waters from the north with
temperate waters from the south.

Find ‘all things big’ at South Solitary, including “big”
fish, such as schooling pelagics, Grey Nurse Sharks
and the Giant Cuttlefish. Additional marine life found
around South Solitary Island include Blue Gropers,
Wobbygongs, Shovelnose Rays, Bull Rays, Eagle Rays,
Loggerhead Turtles, Frogfish, Anglerfish, King Fish,
Bannerfish, Jewfish, Trevally, Wrasses, Moray Eels,
Giant Cuttlefish, Blue Tangs, Clownfish, Nudibranchs.
The list goes on.
Dive the nine dive sites located around the South
Solitary Island to discover the best dive locations in
NSW.

JETTY
DIVE
CENTRE
"We take pride in delivering you only Genuine PADI dive courses. The
equipment and environment we teach in, and our high standards, means
your SCUBA training will ensure you have the skills to dive anywhere
in the world. The training dives don't get much better than the Solitary
Islands Marine Park, too!" – Owner Mike Davey
PROUDLY FAMILY OWNED
With a shop history dating back more than 30
years in Coffs Harbour, Jetty Dive provides
personal attention and service from a team
passionate about scuba diving.

Certified technicians service all major brands
of scuba equipment (and a few lesser known
ones as well!) in the Factory Authorised Service
Centre.

“COME AS A CUSTOMER, LEAVE
Mike and Deb Davey (owners since 1996) have AS A FRIEND”
grown the business from one small single
charter boat to a major regional dive centre.
Jetty Dive incorporates a well stocked retail
and online store, an education centre and a
12 metre dive charter boat transporting divers
to some of the best diving on the New South
Wales coast. This, combined with friendly and
knowledgeable staff maintain a welcoming and
friendly atmosphere.

Customers travel from interstate and
internationally to dive again and again with the
fun and friendly crew at Jetty Dive making it
one of the most popular dive destinations on
the East Coast of Australia.

JETTY DIVE

Check out their three P’s – Passion,
Professionalism and Fun (OK 2 P’s and an F).
After all, its not just all about the adventure, it
should be fun too!

E: mail@jettydive.com.au

398 Harbour Dr, Coffs Harbour NSW 2450
P: +61 2 6651 1611
W: jettydive.com.au
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MANTA ARCH
Roll in and get your
adrenalin pumping with
a Solitary Island's Shark
Dive! Drift through
an underwater arch
surounded by 30+ Grey
Nurse Sharks

Swim along the gutters
surrounded by boulders
and ridges to a depth of 30
metres.
Large anemones adorn the
landscape and host large
varieties of clownfish. A
pile of boulders rise up
from the depths offering
a perfect place to watch
schooling pelagic fish.

Depth: 12–30m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Arch, other
test stuff

CLEANER
STATION

SAY G'DAY TO A LOCAL HERO
In addition to the
Cleaner Station itself,
Barney the Loggerhead
Turtle, and Charlie the
Blue Groper are regular
friends to visit here. The
join an array of marine
life in the gutters and
boulders, including
Angelfish, Black Cod
and Frogfish.
Depth: 12–20m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Small
Cave

GREY NURSE
GUTTERS

In this area, the bottom is
sliced by gutters radiating
out from the shore in depths
from 10 metres to 18 metres.
Well known for it’s abundant
fish life and sightings
of Grey Nurse Sharks,
Schooling Kingfish, Silver
Trevally, Jewfish, Pomfreds,
Bullseyes and Tarwhine are
often found here too.

Scattered amongst the boulders
you will find Anemones and
Clownfish, Blue Groper, Flute
Mouth, a variety of wrasses and
bushes of black coral.

Depth: 8–25m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Swim
Through

THE
GANTRY
The site where the old Gantry
crane for loading supplies
onto the island collapsed
into the water providing an
interesting shallower dive
to 18 metres.
The wreckage hosts large
amounts of marine life with a
turtle or two!

Depth: 5–18m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Gantry
Wreckage

NORTH
& SOUTH
BOULDER
WALLS
If prolific fish life is your
liking, this dive is for you.
Large boulders litter the top
and cascade over the edge
of the wall, levelling out to a
comfortable 18 metres. This
provides a perfect base for
Crayfish to hide and corals
full of tropical fish like Blue
Tangs to thrive. Schools
of fish are abundant with
Silver Trevally, Goatfish,
Tarwhine, Red Morwong
and Snapper, some of the
many you can find.
During the winter, Giant
Cuttlefish can be found
along the wall which
enticing turtles to the island.

Depth: 8–25m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Large
Boulders

THE GAP

Recently added to the
mix of South Solitary
Island dive sites, The
Gap journeys through
a splits in the island.
This drift dive features
turtles, large boulders,
a variety of fish life and
encounters with Giant
Cuttlefish in the winter
months.

Depth: 12–30m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Boulders,

BUCHANAN'S
WALL

Towards the southern end of
the island on the south-west
side provides a wall of rock
mass starting at 15 metres,
and ending at 30 meters. This
is a particularly good area for
invertebrate life, including
Nudibranches, Spanish
Dancers, encrusting soft corals
and anemone’s. The resident
clownfish appear big enough to
wear boxing gloves!

Depth: 10–30m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Rock Wall

CABLE TRAIL

Just along from Buchanan’s Wall there is a
boulder pile and associated rock masses.
The remains of an old trawl cable draped
around the area gives this site it's name. This
area is spectacular fish and sightings of Grey
Nurse Sharks. A large Black Ray calls the area
home, sharing company with Cuttlefish.

Depth: 10–30m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Trawl
Cable, Large Boulders

ARCHIE'S CAVE

Prominently featured at the South Eastern side
of the island is Archie's Cave. Tucked within the
cracks, crevices and caverns lies a variety of
marine life featuring Grey Nurse Sharks, Bullrays,
Eagle Rays, Spanish Dancers, Mantis Shrimp,
Painted Crayfish, Nudibranchs and Turtles .

Depth: 12–25m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Cave,
Swim Through

STEAM BOILER
Tucked below resident buildings, the
lighthouse and a wall of rock lies the
remains of a boiler from the wreck of the
'Wyong'. The site is also a retreat hosting
Turtles, Red Morwongs, Bannerfish,
Grey Nurse Sharks and amazing Giant
Cuttlefish in the winter months. The site
also hosts schools of big pelagics.

Depth: 12–30m
Visibility: 10–30m
Water Temp: 18–240C
Structure(s): Wreckage
Remains

Request your free

DESTINATION
COFFS COAST
MAGAZINE
to start planning your
next dive holiday!

Visit the Coffs Coast website today!
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Enjoy. Explore. Experience.

Located midway between Sydney and Brisbane, the Coffs Coast is a unique part of the world
– the only place in NSW where the sparkling blue of the Pacific Ocean meets the lush green
of the Great Dividing Range.
With the city of Coffs Harbour at its heart, the region boasts more than 70km of coastline, taking in
several seaside towns, uncrowded beaches and spectacular headlands. The hinterland communities of the
Orara Valley surround the area with fertile farmlands, rainforest and bushland, and all which offer a unique
country lifestyle. Whether you are visiting for a weekend or a couple of weeks… there is so much to see,
do and love on the Coffs Coast!

MAP KEY
Diving
Kayaking / Fishing
Patrolled Beaches
(Seasonal)

CONNECT WITH US
Share your #CoffsCoast
photos as you explore
the region!
#NaturallyConnected

Surfing

/coffscoast

Whales & Headlands

/coffscoastnsw

4WDriving

/coffscoast

Shopping Centres
Restaurant Strips
Waterfalls
Mountain Biking

WANT MORE
INFORMATION?

Roads

The Coffs Coast Blog
is jam-packed full
of great stories and
information about
the region.

Pacific Highway

coffscoast.com.au/blog

Boardwalk / Bushwalk
Bird Watching
Rivers

National Parks
& State Forests
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Adventures In, On
and Around the Water

The Coffs Coast is home to the
spectacular Solitary Islands Marine
Park – a marine wonderland that can
be experienced in countless ways.
Spanning some 75km of glorious coastline, it
encompasses estuaries, headlands, beaches,
submerged reefs and five offshore islands.
Here is where the warm waters of the East
Australian current meet cooler waters from the
south, resulting in a rich diversity of fish and
coral species (over 850 fish species alone).
It’s also home to the world’s highest density of
anemones and anemonefish … hello Nemo!

Scuba Diving & Snorkelling
With the Solitary Islands Marine Park home to
such diverse habitats, there is much to explore
14
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and discover beneath the surface. Here,
species co-exist in remarkable ways and divers
and snorkellers can observe tropical, subtropical and temperate species in the same
marine environment. Sting rays, turtles, grey
nurse sharks, blue gropers and giant cuttlefish
are just some of the many marine creatures
that divers and snorkellers see regularly. While
there are locations suitable for shore dives,
most divers prefer to venture offshore to
experience the wondrous marine life.

they are occasionally accompanied by their
rarer relatives – Southern Right, Sperm and
Minke whales. Humpbacks habitually turn
on a show, surface-slapping their fins, spyhopping and breaching, making the annual
whale migration a wonderful spectacle.
Observe these amazing creatures from
vantage points such as our vast headlands or
better still, book a tour offshore with one of

Whale Watching

Of course, it’s a thrill to see these magnificent
mammals from a boat or headland but to
swim underwater with them is something for
the bucket-list. Coffs Harbour’s own Jetty
Dive is one of very few operators in Australia
licenced to offer this activity. They were the

Each year from June to October thousands
of whales grace our coastal waters making
the Coffs Coast an ideal location for the
whole family to enjoy these inquisitive giants.
Humpbacks are most commonly seen but

the Coffs-based operators.

Swimming With Whales

first in NSW to deliver a sustainable, ecofocussed and non-invasive experience. Hear
the unique sounds and songs of humpbacks
and watch these elegant creatures up close
and personal – all 40 tonnes of them. For
those with an adventurous spirit, swimming
with whales is a must!

Fishing
For those who prefer to stay dry, why not
grab a rod and head to the marina? The
Coffs Coast is home to a vibrant working
harbour and the jetty makes the ideal
base for families to kick off their fishing
adventures. Estuarine species like bream,
whiting and flathead can be found at
Boambee Creek, and the foreshores of
Moonee are also great for young anglers.
Korora and Sapphire are recommended
for more experienced fishers. With miles
of beaches and headlands a-plenty, it’s
easy to find a peaceful patch to throw
in a line but for something a little more
action-packed, head offshore with one of
the charter operators. This section of NSW
is considered to have some of the best

offshore fishing in the country with game
species such as marlin, tuna, wahoo and
mackerel targeted.

Surfing
The area is home to string of golden
beaches offering several surf breaks to
satisfy any skill level. Local favourite spots
include Arrawarra to the north, with a
long right-hand point break, great for long
boarders and learners. Nearby, Emerald
Beach is one of the more popular beaches
for families who love to surf together and
Moonee Beach is best in small south east
swells. For the more accomplished surfers,
Macauleys closer to town often delivers
high performance waves, as does Gallows.
Sawtell Island is a well-protected break to
the south of Coffs. The Coffs region is also
home to a number of reputable surf schools
for those new to the sport or for those
simply wanting to brush up on their moves.

SUPing / Canoeing / Kayaking
Grab your paddleboard or hire one to
explore our beautiful aquamarine waterways

from a fresh perspective. This is a
terrific family-friendly activity to do while
you’re here. Do your own thing or seek
out experts for a guided tour. Sea kayaks
and canoes are recommended for those
with younger kids as they offer more
stability than SUPs. Coffs Creek offers
lovely, calm waters with the gorgeous
estuaries of Boambee, Moonee and Red
Rock also popular.

And of course there are many opportunities
to enjoy the beaches of the Coffs Coast,
getting your toes wet, building a sandcastle
or swimming at a patrolled beach.
Your water-based family adventure awaits,
so be sure to make the most of this
incredible Marine Park we’re blessed to
have right on our doorstep.
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SOUTH
SOLITARY
ISLAND
HELICOPTER
TOUR
Be part of an exclusive group of
adventurers. Fly by helicopter and
land on South Solitary Island located
18 kilometres from the Coffs Harbour
coastline. Rarely does an opportunity
like this present itself. Public access is
restricted for two weekends per year
and access to the island is only
by helicopter.

Tour the Island and be one of the lucky
few visitors to the coffs coast, that
have ascended the historical spiral

staircase of the lighthouse to finally
step out onto the narrow balcony
suspended some 50 metres above the
raging ocean below.
One of only two lighthouse islands in
NSW, imagine living in the keepers
quarters built in 1880, spend your
days inspecting the lighthouse. These
isolated outpost structures are the
oldest in the area.
Included in this fantastic offer by
Precision Helicoperts is an interpretive
guided walking tour by National Parks
and Wildlife Rangers and return
helicopter flights.

BOOK A
2021 TOUR
BOOKING DETAILS
P: 02 6652 9988
E: precisionhelis@bigpond.com
W: southsolitaryisland.com.au/

ABOUT PRECISION HELICOPTERS
Precision Helicopters is a safe and efficient
helicopter service in NSW that has been
established since 1993. We expanded from our
base at Barraba to a new permanent base at
Coffs Harbour Airport in 2003.
We provide a premium service utilising highly
experienced pilots to ensure safe cost-effective
operations.
We have eight helicopters within the company
with several different types to select from. Five
of the helicopters are single engine turbine
which is used for most of our aerial work
operations, one single engine piston which is
used for training and some light aerial work
operations, and we have two helicopters with
twin-engine turbine for those larger tasks.

CONSTRUCTION OF THE LIGHTHOUSE

THE BUILDINGS

The need for a light on South Solitary was
first urged in 1856. In 1877, the Marine Board
accompanied by the Colonial Architect Mr.
James Barnet, proceeded to the island to
select the sites for the buildings, and landed on
October 31.

There are four principal building structures on
the Island, comprising:

Plans and specifications were then prepared by
the Colonial approved by the Minister. Tenders
were on June 17, 1878 for the construction
of lighthouse and quarters. This is the new
construction.
It was not until March 15, 1880 that it was first
exhibited, intending tenderers were offered
the use of the S.S Thetis to inspect the of the
proposed lighthouse.
TOUR THE ISLAND
Current access to the island is restricted. NSW
National Parks and Wildlife are the current
caretakers of the island with the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) caretakers of
the lighthouse.
Helicopter is the only means of transport onto
the island these days. Visit the island on the
Open Day Tours with National Parks & Wildlife
and Precision Helicopters.

• The Lighthouse Tower
• The Head Lighthouse Keeper’s Cottage
• Two semi detached dwellings for the
Assistant Keepers
• The elevated Jetty structure and store
The Lighthouse tower is set on the
southernmost end, at the highest elevation. It
is accessed by a path and wall connecting to
the two main cottages, located some distance
away to the north. A small precinct
of former barracks buildings lies between the
Lighthouse tower and the cottages.

These were used during the construction of
the complex in the hue 1870s but are now only
remnant archaeological sites.
The two cottage structures form a strong
built environment in the centre of theIsland,
each is surrounded by a walled enclosure
that extends the lines of their external walls,
forming tightly defined mini precincts, set
against the harshness of the elements. The
pathway continues past the cottages, heading
north to the elevated steel framed jetty that
projects from theIsland. The various high
level jetties that have occupied this location
provided the only form of reliable access from
ships servicing the Island. The overall precinct
contains numerous sites of archaeological
potential, related to structures associated with
the initial construction phase, site works and
the extensive original drainage system.

Solitary Islands
Aquarium

Your window in local biodiversity and marine science research.

Open every weekend
10am-4pm

Also open every day during the
NSW school holidays.

Admission
Adults $12
Children $8
Family $30
(2 adults/2 children)

Concession $10

Contact
02 6659 8131
solitaryislandsaquarium.com
2 Bay Drive, Coffs Harbour
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